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16 July 2020 

Report of: Councillor Kelham Cooke 

  The Leader of the Council 

         
  

 

Conferring the powers of a parish council on a parish 
meeting 

A request has been received from Boothby Pagnell Parish Meeting asking South Kesteven District 
Council to confer additional powers upon it. 

 

 

Report Author 

Jo Toomey, Head of Governance 

 
01476 406152 

 j.toomey@southkesteven.gov.uk 

 

Corporate Priority: Decision type: Wards: 

Administrative Administrative Lincrest 

 

Reviewed by: Shahin Ismail, Director of Law and Governance 19 June 2020 

Approved by: Karen Bradford, Chief Executive 1 July 2020 

Signed off by: Councillor Kelham Cooke, The Leader of the Council 7 July 2020 

 

Recommendation (s) to the decision maker (s) 

1. That Council approves the making of an Order, as attached at Appendix 2 to this 
report, conferring additional powers on Boothby Pagnell Parish Meeting 

http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/mgMemberIndex.aspx?bcr=1
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Meeting%20agenda%20@southkesteven
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1 The Background to the Report 

1.1 Within South Kesteven there are a number of small parishes that do not have parish 

councils. Boothby Pagnell has 117 electors (as at 11 June 2020) and no separate parish 

council; it is therefore a Parish Meeting. A parish meeting is not a corporation and therefore 

lacks legal personality. 

1.2 Section 9 of the Local Government Act 1972 states: 

(2) If a parish has not a parish council (whether separate or common) the district council 

shall, and if a parish is grouped under a common parish council the district council 

may, by order establish a separate parish council for that parish –  

(a) if the population includes 200 or more local government electors; or 

(b) if in the case of a parish the population of which includes more than 150 but less 
than 200 local government electors, the parish meeting of the parish so resolve 

(3) If a parish has a population which includes not more than 150 local government 

electors, the district council may by order establish a separate parish council for that 

parish if the parish meeting so resolve 

1.3 Section 94 of the Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act 2007 includes 

provision for recommendations to create new parish councils: 

(1) This section applies where a community governance review is required to make any 

of the following recommendations –  

(a) Recommendations under section 87(6) as to whether or not a new parish should 

have a parish council; 

(b) Recommendations under section 88(4)(a) as to whether or not an existing parish 

should have a parish council 

(2) If the parish has 1,000 or more local government electors, the review must recommend 

that the parish should have a council 

(3) If the parish has 150 or fewer local government electors, the review must recommend 

that the parish should not have a council. 

1.4 These pieces of legislation demonstrate that a parish council may not be viable in parishes 

the size of Boothby Pagnell. 

1.5 In small parishes where there is no parish council, decisions about parish matters are taken 

by a parish meeting. A parish meeting is open to all electors of that parish, who are entitled 

to speak and vote on any matter under discussion. 

1.6 A parish meeting may only perform functions conferred upon it by law; in comparison to a 

parish council, these powers are limited. Section 109 of the Local Government Act 1972 

enables the relevant district council to confer on a parish meeting, the additional powers of 

a parish council. 

1.7 Boothby Pagnell Parish Meeting has made an application to South Kesteven District Council 

to confer on it the following powers: 

1.7.1 Community centres – power to provide and equip buildings for use of clubs having athletic, 

social or recreational objectives (section 19 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous 

Provision) Act 1976). 



 

 
 

1.7.2 Crime prevention – power to install and maintain equipment and establish and maintain a 

scheme for the detection or prevention of crime (section 31 of the Local Government and 

Rating Act 1997) 

1.7.3 General powers – power to incur expenditure for certain purposes (section 137 of the Local 

Government Act 1972) 

1.7.4 Highways – power to maintain footpaths and bridleways (sections 43 and 50 of the 

Highways Act 1980). Power to light roads and public places (section 3 of the Parish Councils 

Act 1957 and section 301 of the Highways Act 1980). Provision of litter bins (sections 5-6 of 

the Litter Act 1983). Powers to provide parking places for bicycles and motorcycles and 

other vehicles (section 91 of the Road Traffic Act 1960). Power to enter into an agreement 

as to dedication and widening (sections 30 and 72 of the Highways Act 1980). Power to 

provide roadside seats and shelters (section 1 of the Parish Councils Act 1957). Consent of 

parish council required for ending maintenance of highway at public expense, or for stopping 

up or diversion of highway (sections 47 and 116 of the Highways Act 1980). Power to 

complain to the highway authority as to unlawful stopping up or obstruction of highways or 

unlawful encroachment on roadside wastes (section 130 of the Highways Act 1980). Power 

to provide traffic signs and other objects or devices warning of danger (section 72 of the 

Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984). Power to plant trees and lay out grass verges etc. and 

to maintain them (section 96 of the Highways Act 1980) 

1.7.5 Parish documents – powers to direct as to their custody (section 226 of the Local 

Government Act 1972) 

1.7.6 Town and country planning – right to be notified of planning applications (schedule 1, 

paragraph 8 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990) 

1.7.7 Traffic calming – powers to contribute financially to traffic calming schemes (section 274A 

of the Highways Act 1980) 

1.8 The Parish Meeting is applying for additional powers so that it can gain independence by 

empowering the local community. The Parish Meeting has considered those powers that it 

would need to operate more effectively, which is reflected in the resolution of the Parish 

Meeting held on 30 May 2019. In particular, the Parish Meeting is keen to engage in 

Speedwatch activity and would like to deploy mobile speed warning signs to reduce 

speeding vehicles travelling through the village along the B1176. 

1.9 Boothby Pagnell is bordered by a mix of parish councils and parish meetings. Conferring 

additional powers on Boothby Pagnell Parish Meeting would not impact on any neighbouring 

parishes. Other parish meetings could apply for some, or all, of the powers requested by 

Boothby Pagnell if they so wished. 

2 Consultation and Feedback Received, Including Overview and Scrutiny 

2.1 Boothby Pagnell Parish Meeting’s application for additional powers was presented in the 

form of the minutes from a Parish Meeting held on 30 May 2019 (attached at Appendix 1 to 

this report). At such a meeting, electors within the parish have the opportunity to make 

known their views. When the proposal was put to the vote it was carried unanimously. 

2.2 Comments have also been sought from the District and County councillors for the Ward.  

2.3 The County Councillor for the Division, Councillor Bob Adams, has stated that he fully 

supports the request by Boothby Pagnell Parish Meeting for the additional powers. This 

support was reiterated by the District Councillor for Lincrest Ward, Councillor Sarah Trotter. 



 

 
 

3 Available Options Considered 

3.1 The Council could confer the requested additional powers on Boothby Pagnell Parish 

Meeting in line with its request and in accordance with the powers available in section 109 

of the Local Government Act 1972. 

3.2 The Council could determine not to confer additional powers on Boothby Pagnell Parish 

Meeting. 

4 Preferred Option 

4.1 The preferred option is to confer the additional powers requested by Boothby Pagnell Parish 

Meeting in accordance with its request.  

5 Reasons for the Recommendation (s) 

5.1 The proposal has been considered at a Parish Meeting at which it received the unanimous 

support of those electors who were present. By conferring additional powers on the Parish 

Meeting, it will be empowered to respond to the priorities of the electorate. The only way the 

powers of a Parish Council can be conferred on a Parish Meeting is through an Order made 

by the District Council.  

6 Next Steps – Communication and Implementation of the Decision 

6.1 Should the Council agree to make an Order to confer additional powers on Boothby Pagnell 

Parish Meeting, two copies of every Order made must be sent by the District Council to the 

Secretary of State.  

7 Financial Implications  

7.1 Any funding committed to projects would come from the Boothby Pagnell Parish precept 

and therefore there are no financial implications for South Kesteven District Council. It would 

be for the Parish Meeting to ensure that it had sufficient resources to meet any expenditure.  

Financial Implications reviewed by: Alison Hall-Wright, Head of Finance 

8 Legal and Governance Implications  

8.1 There are no further legal and governance implications beyond those set out in the report.  

Legal Implications reviewed by: Shahin Ismail, Director of Law and Governance 

9 Equality and Safeguarding Implications  

9.1 In line with the Public Sector Equality Duty, public bodies must, in the exercise of their 

functions, give due regard to the need to eliminate discrimination, harassment, victimisation, 

to advance equality of opportunity and foster good relations between those who share a 

protected characteristic and those who do not. 

9.2 In making any decisions or taking any action under conferred powers, Boothby Pagnell 

Parish Meeting must ensure that it takes account of the requirements set out in the Public 

Sector Equality Duty. 

10 Risk and Mitigation 

10.1 Risk has been considered in the preparation of this report and no significant high risks have 

been identified.  

 



 

 
 

11 Community Safety Implications  

11.1 While there are no community safety implications arising directly from this report, there is 

the opportunity for the conferred powers to provide community safety benefits.  

11.2 Included amongst those powers requested by the Parish Meeting are powers relating to 

crime prevention, traffic calming and highways. Specifically, Boothby Pagnell Parish 

Meeting has expressed a keen interest in engaging in Speedwatch activity, which would 

help promote safe use of the road network through the village.  

12 How will the recommendations support South Kesteven District 

Council’s declaration of a climate emergency? 

12.1 The recommendations will not affect South Kesteven District Council’s climate impact. 

Some of the powers for which the Parish Meeting has applied could, however, bring a 

positive carbon impact for residents within the district.  

13 Appendices 

13.1 Appendix 1: Minutes of the Boothby Pagnell Parish Meeting held on 30 May 2019 

13.2 Appendix 2: draft Order 

 

Report Timeline:  Date of Publication on Forward Plan (if 
required) 

Not applicable 

Previously Considered by: Not applicable 

Final Decision date   16 July 2020 

 


